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Problems and Pitfalls 


in Educational Broadcasting 


Difficuities can be a challenge 


not a source of discouragement 
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Should TV Channels 
Be Reallocated? 
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Research Needs for 


Instructional Television 


Much yet remains to be done 


in this important field 
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The ETV Producer's Duties 
and Responsibilities 


ETV producer must be everything 


from chore-boy to master-psychologist 
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TV Needs the Educator 
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But experience sad experience, 
sometimes—has proved otherwise 


We cannot afford to forget 
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manity isn’t there, very little else 
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What then of the talk we some 
times hear that an educational pro- 
eram, in - to get around the 
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o use it. educational most all areas of education readily 

levision can bring formal and in lend themselves to television. Is 
formal education to those who lett there danger that those of us who 
hool before graduation, and to are in the field of educational T\ 
hut-in” who desires to further will be branded as being “idealis 


nterrupted education. Let us tie’? Perhaps! However, do not 


ember that education does not educators need to be idealistic about 
concern itself only with “book this medium and its use, and if 
learning.” If television is) wisely we are practical at the same time, 
d by educators it can become can it be denied that educational 
( eans of broadening the educa television will succeed as a mayjo1 
enlire populat on educative tool ? 
Let us stop bemoaning the dis 
I he cope of educational T\ tasteful programming of commet 
unlimited. The vastness of cial TV, which unfortunately re 
oure of material eaches stag flects the tastes of the American 
ering proportion ortunately, al people, and do something about it 
Research Needs for 
. . . 
Instructional Television 
( } Prov f / 
ferences in amount of material expect by chances 
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( n ction by In our studies we have found 
()1 ind tudents receiving no imteraction between method otf 
heir instruction in other ways instruction and academic. ability 
{) ontrolled studi Wm Variou Students of greater ability. obvi 
parts of the country have come up — ously learned more than students 
essential he ame result of low abilitv, but for none of th 
m1 er Of mstance n which levels of ability did we find sig 
result ne inificantly favored nificant differences between — the 
either tel on or non-television methods of — instruction. Phes 
instruction are probably well with findings are in contradiction to 
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know 


I:ducation. You that 
Professor Whitehead distinguishes 


three stages in the educative proc 


lay 


ess. lirst, there is the stage of Ro 
mance, during which one becomes 
attracted to a subject ; second, the 
stage of Precision, when one works 


to know the subject exactly and to 
third, the 


tage of Generalization, when, hav 


retain its salient features: 


ing assimilated the subject, one puts 


to use in the advancement. of 


Phis is a usetul distinetion to1 


producers to keep in mind. The 


third stage need not concern us 
here, but the first two have then 
equivalents in educational broad 


Casting CLOomm unity Station 


through their need to appeal to the 


general public, are more likely to 


emphasize the romance, whereas 


those offering systematic instruc 
tion will insist on the pre 
cision, Which Professor White 
head observes, is. the sole 
tag ot learning in the 
traditional scheme of education 
eithet al school o1 uUnIVeETSILY 

But, he advises. sine here can bi 


t discipline of precision is imposed 
1 1 
Dertore a Stave OF romance Na ru 


its course in the 


\nd despite the emphasis on 

tery during the stage of precision 
romance 1s not dead, and is the 
job of teaching to foster it amidst 


definite application to the ap 
task The organism will not ab 


sorb the fruits of the task un 


Its powers of apprehension are kept dent’s environment which chara 
fresh by romance.’”! LerizZes it. whethe ror not we like 


the term, as a kind of performance, 


er eee oe ea Eee 
Educators may Justly criticize existing in its own independent 


the producer whose program abou unit of space and time. Third 


an institt f tec] logy, si sul 
in institute of technology, say, sub there is a danger of passivity here 


ordinates educational objectives to 


as in any. situation where only 
a fascimation with turning wheels teacher talks. and student only 
and toaming retorts Likewt1se, Re iede 


they may fairly disapprove when 
; | 


the director of a program on child You have all heard educational 
psychology cuts away from the in television criticized because — the 
structor’s discourse to some. cute student cannot actively participate 
voungster pulling a little girl’s pig But is this a just conclusion | 
tails. But on the other hand, | — there no way to activate the student 
think, producers may rightly be 1 when he is separated from the 


patient when teachers fail to seek teacher? We are educated and even 
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oved by other for of discon 
| should agree that a teacher tinuous communication, ranging 
‘ ] 1 . 
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